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SCOUTIMNG OR BURNING? Locking for redfish in practice by metoring through bays is impartant fo taurnament
rediizh anglers, but fly anglers and kayvakers in the marsh have complained that some have taken the method too
far, disrugling their fishing. Teurnament trails have instituted rules to prohibit the practice of "burning the flats.”

‘Burning the ﬂats
spooks fish in marsh

By Craig Nyhus
Lose S Qurnoos Nevs

Scouting practices of some anglers lead-
ing up to redhsh tournaments have riled local
shallow-water anglers in the past, especially
kavakers and fly-hshermen wading, poling or
dritting a flat for reds.

The technique, called by critics "burning
the tlats,” involved making quick laps around
a marsh pond with the boat’s big engine, scat-
tering the resident hsh.

Critics complain that the practice effectively
shuts down fishing tor those using the marsh,
and the running boats may damage underwa-
ter vegetation and scar the marsh bottom.

Tournament trails are taking steps to reduce
the practice. The Texas Saltwater Serfes desig-
nates 14 days betore each tournament as oth-
cial practice days and institutes penalties, in-
cluding d]".quall fication.

The series” rules prohibit harassing redfish,
burning shorelines, pushing redfish schools
and extensive running in bodies of water, un-
der power, with the intent of locating redfish.

The Redhsh Cup defines “burning” as in-
tentionally running a boat on plane with the
purpose of locating fish, moving fish, harass-
ing fish or wildlite, or destruction of habitat.
The practice is prohibited within 100 vards of
any boat (competitor or non-competitor) or
shoreline.

Mot all tournament anglers agree with all of
the changes.

“There were a few guys that did things they
shouldn't,” said Redhsh Cup angler Robert
Scherer. "People complained, and it took oft
from there.”

scherer said the scouting practice is an effec-
tive way to eliminate a lot of water in practice,
and can be done without harassing the fiish or
other anglers.

“You can fish mavbe a square mile in a day
of practice,” he said. "By scouting vou can
check 10 square miles. The biggest problem is
they never should have called it ‘burning’; it
should just be called “scouting.™

some of the complaints have come from
other tournament anglers.

“Thev don't have a tower boat, and the tower
boats have an advantage,” Scherer said. "EKeep-
ing vour boat 100 yards from all other boats is
agood idea. Keeping 100 vards from the shore-
line is a bad idea — that will probably need to
change.”



